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STUDENT FINANCE 

WALES AND THE 

FIPAM TEAM



FUNDING INFORMATION PARTNERS ACCOUNT MANAGERS

The FIPAM Team works with staff from careers organisations, universities, 

colleges and regional and national partners across England and Wales

North East England, Yorkshire and Humber

Kevin – kevin_mcmullan@slc.co.uk

North West England and North Wales

Jon – jon_legg@slc.co.uk

The Midlands

Ahmar – ahmar_ehsan@slc.co.uk

South East England

Charmaine – charmaine_valente@slc.co.uk

London and the East of England

Ben – ben_rutter@slc.co.uk

South West England and South Wales

fundinginformationpartners@slc.co.uk



Deliver comprehensive Student Finance talks to Year 13 Students in Schools and 

Colleges in Wales 

Kay Vizard-Kotkowicz

Mobile – 07966 892494

Covers North East and South East

Phillip Lynes

Mobile – 07966 901397

Covers North West and South West

Bilingual Service available throughout Wales

SFW STUDENT FINANCE ADVISERS



THE STUDENT FINANCE 

PACKAGE 2018/19

TUITION FEES



• The maximum fee which publicly-funded UK Higher Education Providers can 

charge is currently £9,000 (Wales) and up to £9,250 (elsewhere in the UK)

• These levels are the same as for the 2017/18 academic year

• Tuition fee charges are to be decided by individual universities and colleges 

including if they charge different amounts for different courses.

• Students at  private universities or colleges in the UK offering specifically 

designated courses are currently able to borrow up to £6,165 towards tuition 

costs (students have to self-fund any additional fee charged).

TUITION FEES
OVERVIEW



TUITION FEES
TUITION FEE SUPPORT

• A new system of tuition fee support is being introduced for 2018/19.

• Tuition Fee Grants are still available for continuing students, but not new students.

• For full-time students starting a course in 2018/19, a non means-tested Tuition Fee 

Loan will be available to cover the full cost of tuition fees.

• Students can take out less than the maximum Tuition Fee Loan if they wish, and 

self-fund the remaining amount.

• For the 2018/19 academic year, students at private universities or colleges can 

borrow up to £6,165 towards tuition, but only if the course has been approved for 

funding by the Welsh Government (students self-fund any additional fee charged).



TUITION FEES
TUITION FEE SUPPORT: PAYMENT & REPAYMENT

• If a student takes out a Tuition Fee Loan, fees are paid to universities and colleges 

in instalments once the student has registered on their course.

• Instalments are as follows: 25% term 1, 25% term 2, 50% term 3

• Tuition Fee Loans are repayable, but only from the April after students leave 

university or college and only if their gross income is above the repayment 

threshold (currently £21,000 – due to change to £25,000 from April 2018)



THE STUDENT FINANCE 

PACKAGE 2018/19

MAINTENANCE SUPPORT



http://gov.wales/newsroom/educationandskills/2017/third-of-students-

eligible-for-maximum-grant-under-new-support-system/?lang=en

SUPPORT FOR LIVING COSTS
CHANGES FOLLOWING DIAMOND REVIEW



SUPPORT FOR LIVING COSTS
CHANGES FOLLOWING DIAMOND REVIEW

• A new system of living cost support is being introduced for 2018/19

• All eligible students will receive the same amount of money to help towards 

living costs while studying.

• This will be the equivalent to the National Living Wage.

• Two types of support are available – Maintenance Loan and Welsh Government 

Learning Grant.

• The amount of loan available depends on where the student lives and studies.

• Support for living costs is paid directly into the student’s bank account each term.

All content appearing in these slides is subject to 2018/19 policy approval by the Welsh Government.



MAINTENANCE SUPPORT
WELSH GOVERNMENT LEARNING GRANT

• A minimum grant of £1,000 for all eligible students. 

• Any additional grant will be based on the student’s household 
income.

• Students from households with an income of up to £18,370 will 
be entitled to the maximum of £8,100*.

• Students from households with an income of up to £59,200 will 
be entitled to a partial grant.

*Based on them living away from home outside of London.



MAINTENANCE SUPPORT

Income
Living with parents

Living away from home, 

outside of London

Living away from home, 

studying in London

Grant Loan Total Grant Loan Total Grant Loan Total

£18,370 £6,885 £765

£7,650

£8,100 £900

£9,000

£10,124 £1,126

£11,250

£20,000 £6,651 £999 £7,817 £1,183 £9,760 £1,490

£25,000 £5,930 £1,720 £6,947 £2,053 £8,643 £2,607

£30,000 £5,209 £2,441 £6,078 £2,922 £7,526 £3,724

£35,000 £4,488 £3,162 £5,208 £3,792 £6,408 £4,842

£40,000 £3,767 £3,883 £4,339 £4,661 £5,291 £5,959

£45,000 £3,047 £4,603 £3,469 £5,531 £4,174 £7,076

£50,000 £2,326 £5,324 £2,600 £6,400 £3,056 £8,194

£55,000 £1,605 £6,045 £1,730 £7,270 £1,939 £9,311

£59,200 £1,000 £6,650 £1,000 £8,000 £1,000 £10,250



PART-TIME



Fee loan (or the fees charged by the college, whichever is lower):

• Maximum loan for Welsh students in Welsh HEPs - £2,625

• Maximum loan for Welsh students at Open University - £2,625

• Maximum loan for Welsh students in Other UK HEPs - £6,935

(£4,625 for designated courses at privately funded Other UK HEPs)

• Maximum loan for EU students in Welsh HEPs - £2,625 

PART-TIME COURSES 2018/19
TUITION FEE LOAN AMOUNTS



• Eligible part-time students starting courses on or after 1 September 2018 can 

apply for:

• a Welsh Government Learning Grant (WGLG)

• a Maintenance Loan

• All eligible part-time students are entitled to a non-means-tested minimum level of 

WGLG, determined by the intensity of study.

• This level is based on the £1,000 minimum available to full-time students.

• So a part-time student studying at 50 per cent of full-time hours would receive a 

minimum grant of £500. 

PART-TIME COURSES 2018/19
SUPPORT FOR LIVING COSTS: CHANGES FOLLOWING DIAMOND REVIEW



• The level of grants and loans are dependent on the number of hours of study (i.e. 

the intensity of study) and household income. 

• Support for part-time students is based on a full-time equivalent amount of 

£6,650, pro-rated by intensity of study.

• For part-time courses, the maximum hours of study cannot be more than 75% of 

those of a full-time equivalent course (i.e. 75% intensity). 

• Therefore, the maximum amount of loan and grant combined available to part-

time students is 75% of £6,650, which is £4,987.50.

PART-TIME COURSES 2018/19
SUPPORT FOR LIVING COSTS: CHANGES FOLLOWING DIAMOND REVIEW



INCOME WELSH GOVERNMENT 
LEARNING GRANT OR 

SPECIAL SUPPORT GRANT 

MAINTENANCE 
LOAN

TOTAL GRANT 
PLUS LOAN

£25,000 £3,000.00 £325.00

£3,325.00

£30,000 £2,635.00 £690.00

£35,000 £2,269.50 £1,055.50

£40,000 £1,904.00 £1,421.00

£45,000 £1,538.50 £1,786.50

£50,000 £1,173.00 £1,152.00

£55,000 £807.50 £2,517.50

£59,200 £500.00 £2,825.00

PART-TIME LIVING COST SUPPORT 2018/19
SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS STARTING A 50% INTENSITY COURSE



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
OVERVIEW

Extra money or support may be available from SFW if a student:

• has a disability, including a long-term health condition, mental-

health condition or specific learning difficulty, or

• has children or adults who depend on them.

Extra money or support may also be available from universities and 

colleges: this will vary by institution

All content appearing in these slides is subject to 2018/19 policy approval by the Welsh Government.



FUNDING FOR 

HEALTHCARE COURSES



The Welsh government has confirmed that for those individuals who elect to study an 

eligible health related programme in Wales from September 2017 onwards the current 

NHS Bursary will be available

• This will apply to all students (Wales and rUK domiciled) 

• Based upon individuals committing in advance to take up the opportunity to work in 

Wales post qualification for a period of two years

• Otherwise, Welsh domiciled students will have access to the standard student 

support package available from Student Finance Wales

• Standard UG package of support also available from SFE/SFNI/SAAS for rUK

students studying healthcare courses in Wales

NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES



Eligible courses

Students must be accepted for an NHS-funded place on a full or part-time 

course which leads to professional registration as a:

• doctor or dentist (they will be eligible for an NHS bursary after the fourth year 

of their course)

• chiropodist (including podiatrist), dietitian, occupational therapist, 

physiotherapist, radiographer, healthcare scientist, paramedic, speech and 

language therapist

• dental hygienist or dental therapist

• nurse or midwife

NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES



NHS Wales support

Students on eligible courses may be able to get a non-repayable fixed grant of 

£1,000  per year, and a bursary from NHS Wales.  A bursary is a yearly payment to 

help with living costs. It’s paid each month and doesn’t have to be paid back.

• Eligible students will also have no tuition fees to pay.

• Full-time students on NHS degrees can also (subject to eligibility) apply for

• additional support if they have a disability, health condition, or caring 

responsibilities

• help with the costs of going on placements

• More detailed information is at www.nwssp.wales.nhs.uk/student-awards

SFW support

Full-time NHS students can also apply to Student Finance Wales for a reduced  rate 

Maintenance Loan which is not dependent on income.

NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES

http://www.nwssp.wales.nhs.uk/student-awards


Non means-tested grant

(NHS Wales)

Means tested bursary

(NHS Wales)

Non means-tested loan

(Student Finance Wales)

London £1,000 £3,191 £5,125

Elsewhere £1,000 £2, 643 £4,000

With Parents £1,000 £2,207 £3,325

Extra weeks attendance (17/18 figures) 

Amount per extra 

week (NHS Wales)

London £108

Elsewhere £84

With Parents £56

NHS degrees up to 30 weeks and 3 days (NHS: 17/18 figures, SFW: 18/19 figures) 

NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES

For courses that run for more than 30 weeks and 3 

days in the academic year (excluding vacation 

periods). If the course runs for more than 45 weeks, 

then students will get an allowance for all 52 weeks of 

the academic year.

www.nwssp.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/1178/

BURSARY%20RATES.pdf

http://www.nwssp.wales.nhs.uk/student-awards


NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES

Table showing reduction to NHS bursary based on household income (17/18 figures)

Residual income Bursary reduced by Residual income Bursary reduced by
Under £24,279 Nil £60,000 £3,805

£24,279 £45 £62,500 £4,068

£25,000 £120 £65,000 £4,331

£27,500 £384 £67,500 £4,594

£30,000 £647 £70,000 £4,857

£32,500 £910 £72,500 £5,120

£35,000 £1,173 £75,000 £5,384

£37,500 £1,436 £77,500 £5,647

£40,000 £1,699 £80,000 £5,910

£42,500 £1,963 £82,500 £6,173

£45,000 £2,226 £85,000 £6,436

£47,500 £2,489 £87,500 £6,699

£50,000 £2,752 £90,000 £6,963

£52,500 £3,015 £92,500 £7,226

£55,000 £3,278 £95,000 £7,489

£57,500 £3,541 £99,833 £7,998



NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES

www.nwssp.wales.nhs.uk/student-awards



NHS COURSES
STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN WALES

The following process is in place for Welsh students taking healthcare courses in 

Wales who choose not to take up bursary funding and instead apply for the 

standard package of support from Student Finance Wales

(i.e. those students who don’t wish to commit in advance to take up the 

opportunity to work in Wales post qualification for a period of two years).

• NHS Wales will provide a registration number that should be used when 

applying, to confirm to Student Finance Wales that the student is not bursary 

funded.

• Students send their registration number to the mailbox 

bursary_opt_out@slc.co.uk



NHS COURSES
FUNDING FOR WELSH STUDENTS TAKING NHS COURSES IN ENGLAND

From 2017/18 no NHS Bursary is available to new students in England (with 

the exception of the fifth year onwards of Medicine/Dentistry courses).

Eligible students ordinarily resident in Wales but pursuing these courses in 

England can instead apply for the standard student finance package from SFW.

• In previous years, they would have applied to the NHS BSA in England and 

Student Finance England for their support.

Welsh domiciled students will also be able to apply for the Learning Support 

Fund (LSF)* from the NHS BSA in England which is available to students starting 

eligible courses from 2017/18 onwards, providing help with expenses incurred 

when going on placement.

*LSF has three elements: Travel & Dual Accommodation Expenses, Child 

Dependants’ Allowance and Exceptional Support Fund.!



NHS COURSES
CROSS-BORDER FUNDING: NEW STUDENTS

Student 

Domicile

Study Location

Wales England NI Scotland

Is a Healthcare Bursary Available?

With 2yr Without 2yr No No No

Wales

(SFW)

SFW 

RRML

+

NHS 

Bursary

Full SFW 

Support

No 

additional

NHS 

support

Full SFW 

Support

+

Additional

NHS support 

(LSF)

N/A

Courses not 

designated 

for non-NI 

students

Full SFW 

Support

No 

additional

NHS 

support



NHS COURSES
CROSS-BORDER FUNDING: NEW STUDENTS

Student 

Domicile

Study Location

Wales England NI Scotland

Is a Healthcare Bursary Available?

With 2yr Without 2yr No No No

England

(SFE)

SFE 

RRML

+

NHS 

Bursary

Full SFE 

Support

No 

additional

NHS 

support

Full SFE 

Support

+

Additional

NHS support 

(LSF)

N/A

Courses not 

designated 

for non-NI 

students

Full SFE 

Support

No 

additional

NHS 

support



STUDENT LOAN 

REPAYMENT



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
STATEMENT BY KIRSTY WILLIAMS, CABINET SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION

http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2017/studentfinanceupdate/?lang=en



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
OVERVIEW

• Students won’t make repayments until their future income is over  

£21,000 a year gross, i.e. £404 a week or £1750 a month (before tax)

• The Welsh government will bring forward regulations to increase this threshold to 

£25,000, i.e. £480 a week or £2083 a month (before tax), from 6th April 2018

• Full-time students begin to repay in the April after finishing their course. 

• Part-time students can begin to repay in the April four years after they have 

started their course. (If their income is over the income threshold)

• Repayments will be 9% of income over the income threshold and will be deducted 

automatically from pay through the HMRC tax system for most students. 

• If income falls below the income threshold, repayments will stop.



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
THE FIGURES

!
Any outstanding loan balance will be cancelled 30 years after

entering repayment.

Annual Gross 

Income

Monthly Repayment

(Approx @ £21,000)

Monthly Repayment

(Approx @ £25,000)

£25,000 £30 £0

£30,000 £67 £37

£35,000 £105 £75

£40,000 £142 £112

£45,000 £180 £150

£50,000 £217 £187

£60,000 £292 £262

Monthly repayment comparison of £21,000 and £25,000 thresholds:



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
UNDERSTANDING THE RATES

MAX INTEREST RATERPI RATE APPLIED

6.1%

3.1%

3.9%

0.9%

4.6%

1.6%

5.5%

2.5%

2017/18

2016/17

2015/16

2014/15

The interest rate is updated once a year using the RPI figure from March which is 

carried forward and applied in September:



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS

Income:

Under £21,000

Income:

Over £41,000
Interest rate:

RPI plus3%

Interest rate:

RPI plus up to 3%

Interest rate:

RPI Only

Interest rate:

Retail Price Index plus 3%

Income:

£21,000 to £41,000

During study until 

entering repayment

Interest on student loans will depend on income and circumstances.

RPI is a measure of inflation. It measures changes to the cost of living in the UK.



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS

Income:

Under £25,000

Income:

Over £45,000
Interest rate:

RPI plus3%

Interest rate:

RPI plus up to 3%

Interest rate:

RPI Only

Interest rate:

Retail Price Index plus 3%

Income:

£25,000 to £45,000

During study until 

entering repayment

The Welsh government will bring forward regulations to change the interest rate 

thresholds to the ones below from 6th April 2018

These changes are in line with ones announced by UK government: https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-

questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2017-10-09/HCWS145/



Comparison of estimated interest rates applied to Plan 2 loans following the

April  2018 threshold increase, using RPI figures for AY 2017/18 for illustration:

Current Model Estimated Model

Income
Interest 

Calculation

Total

Rate

£21,000 RPI Only 3.1%

£25,000 RPI Only 3.1%

£31,000 RPI + 0.9% 4.0%

£37,000 RPI + 1.8% 4.9%

£41,000 RPI + 2.4% 5.5%

£45,000 RPI + 3% 6.1%

Income
Interest 

Calculation

Total

Rate

£21,000 RPI Only 3.1%

£25,000 RPI + 0.6% 3.7%

£31,000 RPI + 1.5% 4.6%

£37,000 RPI + 2.4% 5.5%

£41,000 RPI + 3% 6.1%

£45,000 RPI + 3% 6.1%

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
IMPACT OF PLANNED CHANGES TO INTEREST RATE THRESHOLDS



STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
DEDICATED WEBSITE

www.studentloanrepayment.co.uk



• Eligibility will be automatic once the student starts repaying their student 

loan, either voluntarily or when they are required to do so.

• Partial cancellation of up to £1,500.

• If they have a Maintenance Loan of £300 and the amount of their first 

repayment is £10, they will receive a partial cancellation of £290.

• If they have a Maintenance Loan of £3,000 and the amount of their first 

repayment is £50, they will receive a partial cancellation of £1,500.

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF LOANS



APPLICATION

INFORMATION



• Apply online at www.studentfinancewales.co.uk as soon as possible once 

the application opens to make sure student finance is in place for the start of 

their course.

• Register on UCAS and we can let students know when it’s time to apply.

• They do not need a confirmed place at university or college to apply. 

• Make a note of their account log-in details and keep them safe.

• Agree to share information from their application, this helps apply 

for many bursaries and some scholarships.

• Students will be assessed for non means-tested support if there are

any delays in receiving household income information.

APPLICATION INFORMATION
KEY MESSAGES



APPLICATION INFORMATION
COMPLETING AN APPLICATION – KEY MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS

Before starting an application, students should have the following to hand:

• passport – so SFW can check identity using valid UK passport details 

• university and course details

• bank account details and National Insurance number

• parents’ or partner’s email address

Once they’ve submitted their online application:

• print, sign and send SFW their online declaration form

• send any evidence they’ve been asked for



If parents or other sponsors will be supporting a student’s application, they

will need their own account on studentfinancewales.co.uk to provide 

information including:

• National Insurance number(s)

• Household income information

• Details of other child dependants

APPLICATION INFORMATION
COMPLETING AN APPLICATION – KEY MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS

If sponsors can’t submit income details online, they can complete a paper form.



FURTHER INFORMATION 

AND RESOURCES



SFW INFO FOR STUDENTS & THEIR FAMILIES
STUDENTFINANCEWALES.CO.UK



SFW RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS & ADVISERS
STUDENTFINANCEWALES.CO.UK/PRACTITIONERS



A range of downloadable student finance resources have been made available for 

academic year 2018/19 including:

• Quick Guides

• Fact Sheets

• PowerPoint Presentations for practitioners, students & parents

• Student Finance Films

• Online tools, e.g. on Repayment

Both English and Welsh language versions have been made available:

http://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/practitioners/order-1819-resources.aspx#.Wgr8Qmd48uU

SFW RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS & ADVISERS
STUDENTFINANCEWALES.CO.UK/PRACTITIONERS

http://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/practitioners/order-1819-resources.aspx


SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR THE LATEST SFW NEWS

/SFWales

/SF_Wales

/SFWFILM



A PARENT’S GUIDE TO

STUDENT FINANCE

They can watch it at www.studentfinancewales.co.uk

Please encourage

parents to watch our

new film series, which

tells them everything

they need to know

about supporting a 

student’s application.



For further Information on student finance and applications, 

students and their sponsors should call us on:

Customer helpline: 0300 200 4050

There are no silly questions when it comes 

to student finance, so if you’re unsure, ask!

SFW RESOURCES
CUSTOMER HELPLINE



QUESTIONS?


